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Historical Account of the Rise of the
N.S.D.A.P. with a Biographical Survey of the
Career of Adolf Hitler

Adolf Hitler was born on April 20th, 1889, at Braunau on the Inn,
a village of the old Bavaria.

His father was the orphaned child of a poor peasant and worked his
way up to being a Customs Oificial. His mother came from a German
peasant family, When he was 13 years old he lost his father, and four
years later his mother. Adolf Hitler was then a scholar at the Real-
schule at Linz on the Danube, affer leaving the National School. It had
been his father’s wish that he should become an official, but his own desire
was to be an artist. His mother’s death obliged him without further delay
to earn his own living.

At 17 years old Hitler went to Vienna, where he aimed to become an
architect. He earned a living by his own efforts, first as a builder’s la~
bourer, mixing the mortar, then as an architect’s draughtsman. At 18 years
old he was already taking an interest in politics; he became anti~-Marxist,
but so far took no leading part. Prom his earliest youth Hitler had been
passionately Nationalist, and his hope was to combine the social ex-
periences of his working period with his nationalist convictions. For several
years he lived in Vienna in extreme poverty.

In 1912 he migrated to Munich, where he was a student. He had
never known youthful enjoyments, bul ever since the day when he left
home with 50 kronen in his pocket, labour and privation had been his lof.

In February, 1914, he succeeded in getting free from the obligation
to serve in the Ausirian Army. Six months later war broke out. He
immediately volunteered for service in the German Army, and obtained,
by a direct appeal to King Ludwig of Bavaria, permission to enfer a
Bavarian regiment as a volunteer for the war. On October 10th, 1914,
the new regiment marched forth.

On December 2nd, 1914, the 25-years old volunteer was awarded
the Iron Cross, 2nd Class.

In recogmition of his bravery in the ataack on the ‘Bagernwald’ and
in the other engagements near Wylschaete, he was ordered to take on
duty asa despatch~-carrier, which demanded especial courage and reliabi~
lity, for reports had often to be carried across open ground under heavy
fire. This quickly made his name known throughout the regiment beyond
the narrow circle of his comrades. '

On October 7th, 1916, he was wounded by a shell splinter. In March,
1917, he returned to his regiment, He received several other distinctions,
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