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LOS INSECTOS DE LAS ISLAS JUAN FERNANDEZ

.

25.COLYDIID A E (Coleoptera)

R. D. Pore
Commonwealth Institute of Entomology
London

Los Colydiidae estan representados cn Juan Fernandez por cuatro especies. Perte-
necen a Pycnomerus y Pycnomerodes, con una especie de cada género de Masatierra v
Masafuera. Con la presencia del hasta ahora género monobasico Pycnonerodes, propio
de Nueva Zelandia, se establece una nueva relacion lnogeogrdﬁca verdaderamente no-
table entre dicha isla y Juan Fernindez.

The following account is based largelv upon material collected on
Masatierra and Nasafuera by the Rev. G. Kuschel and loaned to the
author for study. The othér material included in this paper is part of the
collection made by Germain af the fauna of Masatierra and is now in the
national collections of the British Museum (Nat. Hist.). -

The islands present a most interesting although very limited fauna,
four species of Colydiid occurring, all belonging to a single tribe, the
Pycnomerini. -

In other famiiies it is found that the species of f, Masaticrra are fre-
quently not identical with, although verv closely alllcd to, those of the
same genera living on Masafuera and such is the case with the Colvdiidae
an excellent example of allopatric speciation. All four species have much
reduced wing structure and are obviously incapable of flight. A further
point which is of extreme interest is that one of the two genera on the
islands was previously known solely from New Zealand. The genus is
represented in the lattér area by a single, [ully winged species, different
from, but undoubtedly congeneric with, the species of Juan Fernandez.
Links between the faunas of New Zealand and the west coast of South
America are known in other groups but this is the first instance of such a
connexion in the Colvdiidae. The other genus present on the islands is
of world-wide distribution.

Very little is known of the habits of the Pyenomerini; sonietimes
they are found in humus, but they are more often taken in dead wood
in galleries bored by other insects. It seems possible that they may be
fungivorous and in 1911 Buysson reported that in his opinion two species
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