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NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF THE UPPER BURMA HILLS.
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Shortly after Mr. Oates wrote his ¢ Birds of Burma'’ in 1883,
Upper Burma or, as he called it, Independent Burma, was annexed
and with it those parts of Burma which come so frequently under
notice by name in the Fawna,the Chin and Kachin Hills and the
Shan States (also hills); I quote Mr. Oates’ description of Burma
as it was in 1883 and enlarge on it to describe Burma as it now is.

¢ British Burma is an irregular narrow maritime country, hardly
any portion being more than 200 miles from the sea ; it lies entirely
within the tropics. It is bounded on the east by Independent
Burma and Siam ; the general character of the country may be said
to be mountainous, the only flat portions being strips of land along
the banks of the larger rivers and considerable areas at the mouths
of these rivers.” Mr. Qates divided his British or, as we now call
it, Lower Burma into three divisions, Arakan, Central and Tennas-
serim, and proceeded to describe their features. The Western
Division, Arvakan, he describes as ¢ mountainous throughout’, and
mentions the range of mountains separating Arakan from Upper,
or as it was then, Independent Burma and Central Burma as being
of considerable altitude and unexplored ornithologically then. The
Central Division he describes as traversed by two great rivers.
¢ The Irrawaddy River, which passes through British Territory for
300 miles, is a noble stream seldom less than one mile broad ’ with
a fertile Delta. The second river, to the east is the Sittang of less
magnitude and the range of hills between these two rivers is said
to reach an altitude at the highest point of 2,500 ft. Tennasserim, he
describes as ¢ consisting of a mass of mountainous ranges’—its
northern portion traversed by the Salween River, ‘one of great
size but useless for purposes of navigation by reason of its
numerous rapids’. Two of the highest peaks in Tennasserim are
named Mooleyit and Nwalabo about 7,000 ft. altitude. The
description almost applies to his Independent Burma, or as we now
know it, Upper Burma, the Arakan range of hills continue north as
the Chin Hills and the Tennasserim ranges continue north through
Karenni, as the Karen country is called, and the Shan Hills both
joining up into the Kachin Hills, which cover the whole north part
of Upper Burma. Thus arises the formation of the hill divisions of
Upper Burma, summarized by Government as ‘ backward tracts’,
occupied by the Chin, Kachin and Shan ; racial names which com-
prise many tribes speaking different languages and having totally
different customs and habits. These areas, I should add, are
large ; the Shan hills alone cover an area of 40,000 square miles.
My map is intended to emphasize the position of these three hill
divisions, as it is on the birds inhabiting them only that these notes
are written. Some Assamese species of birds find their way down
south v7za the Chin hills, Arakan hills, and across to Tennasserim, or
if they go west through the Kachin hills, they keep west into
Yunnan. The Shan hills, except perhaps in the extreme north,
seem to pick up birds spreading west from China which at any rate
are generally of a different subspecific rank to the Assamese birds.
How far this is due to the area of plain country lying in Central
Burma between the Shan and Chin Hills being a ¢ dry zone’ one
cannot say, but the dry zone with its annual rainfall of barely
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20 inches (it contains a solitary volcanic formed hill about 3,000 ft.
high called Mt. Popa) cannot be very attractive to the birds of the
Eastern and Western hills accustomed to jungle and a good rainfall.
If the lower hills mentioned by Mr. Oates as forming a range
separating the Irrawaddy and Sittang river valleys, continued north
through the dry zone, we might have had a totally different distri-
bution of Burma birds, and Mr. Stuart Baker perhaps spared the
description of many subspecies. On the west of Upper Burma
flows that large tributary of the Irrawaddy River, the River
Chindwin which is the eastern border of the North Chin Hills. The
upper waters of this river is in unexplored country and contains the
mountain ¢ Sarramatti’ over 12,000 ft. in altitude. Ornithologically
a great deal remains to be done in these hills as the distribution of
subspecies seems to me to be confused. Unfortunately any
keenness on the subject seems to be confined to Europeans and their
work nowadays is more exacting but many will still, I hope, look
to birds to furnish them with enjoyable and interesting relaxation
and in time subspecific geographical boundaries, if possible, will
become definite ; to such these notes may be of assistance as I have
endeavoured to provide a list of birds available in these delightful
hills.

Personally I have tried ¢ to learn about birds without a gun ’ and
regret having been of so little use in the scientific study of them, .
but they have given me endless enjoyment.

I.—Family CorviDAE

Burma, even in these northern hills, is only represented by two species
of crow. One might have expected a raven or a carrion crow in the very north
of the Kachin Hills which border on Tibet, but so far these birds have not
been recorded therein.

1. The Jungle Crow. Corvus coronoides andamanensis.

* Andamanensis ’ is our subspecies in all these hills and throughout Burma
1 have never shot it nor measured it and never looked to see if it had white
bases to its feathers or not. My idea of the bird is that it is ubiquitous
but perhaps less communistic than the House Crow, and every jungle
village knows them—neither shy nor retiring—and if one camps in any out of
the way spot or even halts for a rest and snack a jungle crow must needs
inspect you. As a poacher of eggs and young of other birds he has no equal.

In the Shan Hills they roost together in selected trees or bamboo patches
in some numbers, and can be seen homing as Corvus stlendens does in the
evenings, although never in such large numbers ; in fact they have much the
same habits as the House Crow. In the Burmese hills the first fortnight in
March will be found the best time for eggs, which vary even in the clutch in
colour shape and size.

2. The House Crow. Corvus splendens insolens.

Is the Burmese hill subspecies but confines itself more to the large towns
at low elevations, in fact has not much use for jungle villages and the higher
elevations. i

3. The Magpie. Pica pica serica.

As might be expected, the Chinese subspecies inhabits the Eastern hills
of Burma. The species has not been recorded in the north west,i.e., the
Chin Hills.

In the Shan Hills this bird comes almost as far West as it can without
leaving the hills, and as Mr.Oates does not record it in his Birds of British Burma
the southern boundary presumably is the Karen country, Resident and a very
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confiding bird, seeming to like the proximity of man—noisy, continually
chattering in the breeding season ; the young apparently keep with their parents
till the next breeding season comes round.

Early March for eggs, but like rooks in England it visits the old nest long
before it commences to lay. Harington found koel’s eggs in the nest of this
magpie on more than one occasion, but it was in the Shan and Kachin Hills
as recorded in vol. xix, B.NV.H.S. Journal, page 108, and not in the Chin Hills
as recorded in the Fauna. )

4. Red-billed Blue Magpie. Urocissa melanocephala magnirostris.

The Burmese Red-Billed Blue Magpie is a familiar bird and occupies, accord-
ing to my observations, both plains and hills alike all over Burma, but the
subspecies nelanocephala may take its place in the eastern part of the Shan Hills.
I saw a solitary individual of this species capture and carry off in its bill
a large lizard—The lizard was on a tree trunk and tried to dodge the magpie
by running round it, but the quarry was well hunted and after repeated digs
or pecks fell to the ground when it was seized by the scruff of the neck
and carried off—I expect this magpie to be about as big a poacher as the
Jungle Crow.

Eggs in my collection taken near Rangoon, Chin Hills and Shan Hills, vary
as to size, shape and colour. Old birds get very excited and noisy when their
nest is approached by man and ‘give it away.’ April appears to be the
nesting month.

5. The Yellow-billed Blue Magpie. Urocissa flavirostris flavirostris.

So far this species is only recorded from the Chin Hills at about 7,000 ft. on
the higher part of the main range north of Falam. I discovered the bird nesting
at the end of April and shot one of the parent birds. It was kindly identified by
Mr., Stuart Baker and, as now recorded in the Fauna, he stated it differed
somewhat from the Indian bird. Sites of nests were lower down on the tree
than those of the red-billed blue magpie generally are and the two clutches vary
somewhat in colouration, one clutch being rather coarsely and the other very
finely spotted, and also vary in size.

6. The Green Magpie. Cissa chinensis chinensis.

This bird is found in all these Burma hills, but one would say is rather
sparingly distributed, They are shy birds and hence not often come across and
difficult to study. April seems the breeding month and numerous nests
were taken by Mackenzie in the N. Chin Hills. The bird defeated me in the
Shan Hills, but Harington records a seven-egg clutch in the Kachin Hills.

7. The Tree-pie. Dendrocitta rufa sclateri and kinneari.

A species inhabiting all these Northern Burmese Hills, but the Chin and
Kachin birds are separated subspecifically as above. This Tree-pie seems
to be more of a plains bird than the next and does not usually extend higher
up than the foot hills.

Mackenzie records the taking of a nest of this species at Maymyo in the Shan
Hills about 3,500 ft. elevation in April, but otherwise my records show eggs
taken in the plains only and although I often found nests of Dendrocitta
round Maymyo I always attributed them, I daresay wrongly, to 2. sinensis.

8. The Burmese Hill Tree-pie. Dendrocitta sinensis assimilis.

Distribution as for #zfa above. This bird does not vary subspecifically
in Burma, and Chin and Shan birds are similar. In the ZFuawuna the
western limit is given as the Pegu and Arakan Yomahs (Hills). The Pegu
Yomahs lie in the centre of Burma and this is therefore, I think, somewhat
misleading. A garden visitor with a familiar call, nesting often quite low
down on tree stumps and bushes within easy reach, but always well away
from houses, usually during the last fortnight in April.

9. The Hooded Rackei-tailed Magpie. Crypsirhina cucullata. -

Personally I have never seen this small Magpie in either the Shan or Chin
Hills, but a nest was taken by Sir S. Robinson near Maymyo in the Shan Hills,
the eggs being identified by Mr, Stuart Baker. In the Fauna the distribution
is a little confused. Monywa on the Chindwin River might be taken as its
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northern extremity, the foot of Mt. Victoria as its western and Pynmana (not
on the Chindwin River) as its southern ; practically the * Dry Zone’ of Burma
as described under ‘ habits’. Harington did not record it round Bhamo,
Kachin Hills.

10. The Burmese Jay. Garrulus leucotis leucotis.

The bird is found in the Hastern hills—recorded in the Kachin Hills, China
side, by Harington and again by him in the Skan Hills, in the Journal of the
Society. It seems to be very like its Faglish cousin in habits. Haring-
ton’s record of this bird’s nesting in a community must be unique, for although
I have often found the nest I have never come across a similar ‘jayery’. For
his description see Journ. Bomb., Nat, Hist. Soc., vol. xx, p. 1003. Breeding
month is April.  The most favoured site for the nest is, I think, undoubtedly

the end of a big leafy branch of an oak tree generally high enough to necessitate
a climbor a ‘leg up’.

11. Sharpe’s Jay. Garrvlus leucotis oatesi.

In the Northern Chin Hills, Mackenzie records the above subspecies, but in
the Southern Chin Hills, Mt. Victoria, skins sent home by me were identified as
the next species.

The distribution of vafesi, as noted in the Fawuna, is not very happy, as the
Chindwin River is like the Irrawaddy River—east of the Chin and Lushai Hills—
The Irrawaddy River is a long way to the east but it may be this bird’s eastern
boundary in the Kachin Hills,

It may be as well also to note that the description of the colouration of the
head in the new edition of the faunae appears quite different to the colouration
given in the Appendix to vol. iv, of the old edition. Ia the latter, more over, its
distribution includes North-Eastern Burma, but it is evident that by this only
the Shan Hills is meant. The bird at Maymyo, Shan Hills, has been identified
as leucotis and it seems to me fairly certain that the subspecies vafest is one
inhabiting the N.-W. Burmese Hills only,

12. Rippon’s Jay. Garrulas bispecularis haringtoui.

The new edition of the Fawuna gives the distribution of this bird as South
Chin and Kachin Hills, I think the inclusion of the latter country must be
wrong unless G. leucotis leucotis and G. leucotis oatesi, and G. b. havingloni
all meet there.

The British Museum identified birdsI sent home from Mt. Victoria as G
bispecularis and Rippon has evidently sent other skins home.

Both leucotis and bispecularis seem to have exactly the same habits.

The subspecies rufescens may come through the north of the Kachin Hills
from south of the Brahmapootra River to Yunnan,

1I.—Family PaARIDA

13. The Indian Grey Tit, Parus major cinereus.

This bird must be included in this list as it has been recorded near Bhamo
Kachin Hills (Harington) and North Chin Hills (Mackenzie).

14. Tie Burmese Grey Tit. Parus major commixtas.

The commonest representative in the Eastern Hills of Burma, as far north as
Bhamo. It was this subspecies that obliged me by nesting in boxes in my
garden in Maymyo (Shan Hills), not P. m. cinereus as recorded in the Fauna.
‘T'his tit nests about the middle of March generally very low down, often in
the ground on a bank, under a stone perhaps or even in an old white ants’ nest
hole, but a pair nested in the eaves of my two storeyed houase. They sit tight
when once incubation is started.

15. Thae Green=backed Tit. ~ Parus monticolus moaticolus.

This subspecies inhabits the Western Bur.nese hills probably down to Mt.
Victoria and Arakan hill tracts. :

16, The Yunnan Marsh-Tit. Parus palustris peecilopsis.

To correct the Zauna, Maymyo is in the Shan Hills, not Kachin Hills, but I
cannot find the record and Maymyo should perhaps be read as Bhamo.
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17. The Yunnaa Browascrested Tit. Lophophanes dichrous wellsi.

North Shan Hills, -
I regret I have never noticed either the Marsh or Cole Tits in any of the
Burma hills, They are evidently rare.

18. The Chinese Yellow-browed Tit. Sylviparus modestus saturatior.

Recorded from Mt. Victoria, Chin Hills, but it is also stated to be found in
N. Burma and east into China—a record of a Chinese bird finding its way
across to the western hills of Burma, but probably this bird has been
overlooked.

19.  The Burmese Blacksspotted Yellow Tit. Machlolophus spilonetus subviridis.

I saw this bird in the Kentung State Shan Hills, which is the furthest
eastern part of the Shan Hills. In April it was building, but some travellers
passing disturbed it while I was watching, and the nesting material it was
carrying was dropped, and the bird flew off.

Kachin Hills (Harington), N. Chin Hills (Mackenzie).

Mr. Oates in his Birds of Burma says, this subspecies is, according to Mr.
Hune, only the young of 47. s. spilonotus, but this is perhaps ancient history.

20. Hume’s Red-headed Tit, Agithaliscus concinaus manipureasis,

Each of our hills has its own subspecies of this bird, Mackenzie records
itin the Chin Hills. (vol. xxv, p. 75).

21. The Shan Red-headed Tit. Agithaliscus concinnus pulchellus.

South-eastern Hills,

22, Rippon’s Red-headed Tit. Agithaliscus concinnus talifucnsis.

North-eastern Hills. Harington’s description of the nesting of the latter bird
is in (vol. xix, page 110) of the Jowrnal, Kachin Hills not Shan Hills as
recorded in the Fauna, to be exact.

23. The Chinese Black-headed Tit. Agithaliscus bonvaleti bonvaloti.

Occurs in North-east Burma and the other subspecies siZarpei the Mt.
Victoria Black-headed Tit, in the higher mountains of the Chin H:lls.

24. The Indian Sultan Tif, Melanochlora sultanea sultanea.

Occupies all our three hill divisions, I know the bird well in the Shan States,
but cannot say I ever saw it in the Chin Hills. It has an unmistakable call
as it forages in the high tree tops. I only once found the nest and that was
destroyed before I calculated the time for robbing it had arrived. The nest
was in a tree hole almost within reach of the hand, the tree being on the edge
of a perennial stream (Elevation 3,000 ft.) and there was a dense lining of
cotton down. I think the bird likes to be near water—April.

1Il,—Family PARADOXORNITHIDAE

25, Austen’s Parrot-Bill. Paradoxornis guitaticollis.
Kachin Hills (Harington), N. Chin Hills (Mackenzie).

26. Salvadori’s Suthora. Suthora poliotis fez.

This bird is apparently only known to occur at Fort Stedman, in the Shan
Hills, Fort Stedman was a military Post and stands on the shores of Lake Inle
just below Taunggyi. Elevation about 3,000 ft.

27. Rippon’s Suthora. Suthora poliotis ripponi.
This subspecies occurs in the Chin and Kachin Hills.

28. Bingham’s Suthora. Suthora gularis craddocki. _
Recorded from the far east of the Shan Hills at high elevations.

29. Anderson’s Suthora, Suthora webbiana brunnea.
Kachin Hills only (Harington).
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30. The Black-browed Suthora. Suthora ruficeps afrosuperciliaris.
Kachin Hills (Col. Rippoen). .

3L. Thompson’s Suthora. Neosuthora davidiana thompsoni.
Southern Shan Hills.

32. Baker’s Parrot=Bill. Psittiparus ruficeps bakeri.

The new edition of the Faunay gives all these hills as the habitat of these
subspecies.

33. Hartert’s Parrot-Bill. Psittiparus gularis transfluvialis.

Distribution as for the species 7uficeps. 1 must confess I am myself very
ignorant of this family of interesting birds. I have seen them very occasion-
ally when I had not a gun and I once found a nest, without eggs, but could not
visit it again. They seem rare and very local.

IV.—Family SitTIDZE
34. The Chin Hills Nuthatch. Sitta victoriz.
One of the numerous finds of Col. Rippon.

35. The Burmese Nathatch., Sitta castaneiventris neglecta.

To be found in the Eastern Hills of Burma. The call is a familiar one and
unmistakable. I found the species common to the Shan Hills. It is stated in
the Fawna, quite correctly I think, to be an early breeder, but I was fortunate
to get a clutch of fresh eggs on April 26th. 33 ft. up in a cotton tree. In
taking the nest the climber had to come down before actually getting to the
eggs and the two parent birds returned and began to pull out the cotton wool
which had been stuffed into the hole to protect the eggs. The usnal plastering
had bezen done which had set very hard and the nest, if it can be called one,
consisted of leaves with some thin flat tree seeds.

36. Austen's Nuthatch. Sitta europ@a nagansis.
Distribution Chin and Kachin Hills only.

37. The Giant Nuthatch. Sitta magna.

Shan States. Not recorded from the Chin Hills and Kachin Hills. Isaw
this bird on more than one occasion near Taunggyi, Shan States. Even in the
compound of my bungalow, when I could watch it through glasses, it behaved
more like an ordinary bird than a nuthatch and did not climb about the tree
trunks. It seemed to be feeding on insects which were on the limbs of the trees
and was active in its movements, and did not take long to examine the few trees
inmy compound. It made no call. Nidification is not recorded. I had
hoped to find it in the rocky crags of Taunggyi Hill and searched for some
signs, but I had no luck.

38. The Beautiful Nuthatch., Sitta formosa.
Shan States.

39. The Velvet-fronted Nuthatch. Sitta frontalis frontalis.

Apparently to be found in all these three parts of Burma. I have seen
it in the Shan States at nearly 4,000 ft. I ouce saw a party of four or five,
presumably a family party, but they did not give me much time fo watch
them.

V.—Family TIMALIDE
40. The Rufous-1::ked Laughing-Thrush. Dryonastes ruficollis.
North Chin Foot-hills (Mackenzie) and round Bhamo, Kachin Hills
(Hariagton). It hasnot been recorded from the Shan Hills.
41. The Black-throated Laughing-Thrush, Dryonastes chinensis leucogenys.

Only recorded so far in the Shan States. This is a fine bird going about in
parties and behaving like 2. sannio and as noisy and garrulous as the rest of
the tribe. I have shot it in many places in the Shan States to try and find its
breeding places but never succeeded.




























































